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IN THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 



Listing of Claims: 




1. (Currently amended) A method for service processor surveillance for a system 
havinft multiple p artitions, comprising; 

recei viny a service processor status request from a-first one partition of a plurality 
of partitio ns; 

d eteim i ning ifa predetermined time period has elapsed: 

performing a surveillance test for the service processor if the predetermined time 
period has elapsed; 

updating an official response for the surveillance test; and 

returning a status for the service processor to the one partition of the plurali ty of 
partiti ons . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the stop of performing the 
surveillance test comprises: 

reading surveillance information; and 

determining whether the service processor has written to the surveillance 
information. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of performing the 
surveillance test further comprises writing to the surveillance information. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the surveillance information 
comprises a surveillance byte in nonvolatile random access memory. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

performing error handling if the service processor is in error. 




6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein Ihe stains comprises the official 
response. 



7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

comparing the official response to a partition official response associated with (he 
[[first]] one partition; and 

setting the partition official response to be equal lo the official response if the 
official response is not equal to the partition official response. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the status comprises the partition 
official response. 

9. (Original) The method ofclaim 7 f wherein (he status comprises a neutral value if 
the official response is equal to the partition official response* 

10. (Currently amended) A method for service processor surveillance for a system 
having multiple partitions, comprising: 

receiving a service processor status request from a -first one partition of a pluralit y 
of partitions; 

determining whether a predetermined time period has elapsed; 

performing a surveillance test for the service processor if the predetermined time 
period has elapsed; and 

reluming a status for the service processor lo the one partition of the plurality of 
partitions. 

11. (Original) The method ofclairn 10, wherein the step of performing the 
surveillance test comprises: 

reading surveillance information; and 



Page 4 of] 3 
Austen <aal.-09/Sv>U39 



PAGE 5/15 * RCVD AT 4/13/2004 4:37:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0£FXRM/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:972 367 2002 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-20 



APR-13-2004 TUE 03:39 PM CARSTENS, YEE & CAHOON FAX NO. 972 367 2002 P. 06 



determining whether the service processor lias written to the surveillance 
information. 




1 2. (Original) The method ofelaim 1 1 9 wherein the step of performing the 
surveillance test further comprises writing to the surveillance information. 



1 3. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the surveillance information 
comprises a surveillance byte in nonvolatile random access memory. 

14. (Currently amended) An apparatus for service processor surveillance for a syste m 
having multiple part itions* comprising: 

receipt means for receiving a service processor status request from a first one 
partition of a plu rality of partitions; 

determining means for determin ing if a prci I ctcrmincd time period has el apsed; 

surveillance means for performing a surveillance test for the service processor if 
the Pie.U£tpDi).|Q£d time period lias elapsed; 

update means for updating an official response for the surveillance test; and 

return moans for returning a status for the service processor to the one partition of 
the p luralit y of partitions . 

1 5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 4, wherein the surveillance means comprises: 
reading means for reading surveillance information; and 

determination means for determining whether the service processor has written to 
the surveillance information. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of claim 15, whci ein the surveillance means further 
comprises means for writing to the surveillance information. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of claim 15, wheiein the surveillance information 
comprises a surveillance hytc in nonvolatile random access memory. 
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18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising: 
means for performing error handling iTthe service processor is in error. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherdn the status comprises the official 

response. 

20. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising: 
means for comparing Ihc official response k> a partition official response 

associated with the [[first]] one partition; and 

means for setting the partition official response to be equal to the official response 
if the official response is not equal to the partition official response. 

21. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the status comprises the partition 
official response. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, whevein the status comprises a neutral 
value if the official response is equal to the partition official response. 

23. (Currently amended) An apparatus for service processor surveillance for a system 
k a X!D£ multipl e partitions, comprising: 

receipt means for receiving a service processor status request from a first one 
partition of a plurality of partit ions; 

determination means for determining whether a predetermined time period has 
elapsed; 

surveillance means for performing a surveillance lest for the service processor if 
the pre determin ed time period has elapsed; and 

return means for returning a status for the service processor to the one partition of 
the pl urality of partitions. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 23, whetcin the surveillance means comprises: 
reading means for reading surveillance information; and 
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determination means for determining whether the service processor has written to 
(he surveillance information. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the surveillance means further 
comprises means for writing to the surveillance information. 

26, (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the surveillance information 
comprises a surveillance byte in nonvolatile random access memory. 

27, (Currently amended) A computer program product, in a computer readable 
medium, for service processor surveillance for a syste m having multiple partitions , 
comprising: 

instructions for receiving a service processor status request from a first one 
partition of a plurality of partitions ; 

instructions for determining i f a predetermined time period has ela psed; 

instructions Tor performing a surveillance l«.'St for the service processor if the 
predetermined time period has elapsed; 

instructions for updating an official response for the surveillance test; and 

instructions for returning a status for the se< vice processor to the one partition of 
1.1ic_ plural ilv of partitions , 

28. (Currently amended) A computer program product, in a computer readable 
medium, for service processor surveillance for a system having multiple partitio ns, 
comprising: 

instructions for receiving a service processor status request from a-4+fst one 
partition of a plural ity of partitions ; 

instructions for determining whether a predetermined time period has elapsed; 

instructions for performing a surveillance tost for the service processor if the 
predetermined lime period has elapsed; and 

instructions for returning a status for tho service processor to the one partition q£ 
t he plurality of partitions. 
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